
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Cleveland Chamber Collective 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: American Icons 

Your Project Summary: Present high quality, free, musical experiences in a variety of formats including 

intimate but relaxed traditional chamber music settings, pop-up micro performances in public spaces, and 

cabaret performances in restaurants and open air venues. The music  programs will be made up of 

primarily American music with a special emphasis on local composers and, in honor of his centennial, Lou 

Harrison. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Public benefit is clear, but I am curious about how diverse the American composers are whose 

works are presented.  Could presenting works by more diverse composers increase the potential of the 

Collective?  There is a dearth of opportunity particularly for composers of color, public funding should 

support this.  It might be challenging to discover them, but they are out there, also, is there a way for 

more young people to be exposed to the Collective?  The definition of community could be more specific.  

The strategy to increase audiences is positive, it demonstrates reflection that is being acted upon and 

shows organizational learning.  The hair salon locations are creative, I hope they are at salons serving 

people at various socioeconomic levels - imagine how that could surprise customers.  You may also 

consider including juvenile justice centers as performance locations in the future - beautiful music is 

needed everywhere. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This proposal meets funding criteria. American Icons is a great project with very well 

articulated artistic programs in non-traditional venues at times. The idea of micro-popups is very 

innovative and appealing to new audiences that may to be familiar with chamber music. They have added 

a new venue as a part of their goals, which shows a desire to grow its constituency and outreach. Artistic 

value and public value are both high.  All parts of the project budget are well articulated and online with 

market. I enthusiastically support this proposal, it meets all criteria for funding. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: No, this application does meet the criteria for funding. There is no clear outline of the public 

benefit beyond staging concerts, or of the community reached by the organizational efforts. There is 

clearly a distinguished performance history here; one that I hope can continue and celebrate Chamber 

music as well as local historical figures within the field. But there seems to be space between cultural 

"preservation" and cultural "vibrancy" that could be bridged. Ultimately, the underrepresented 

component of public benefit renders me unable to say "yes." 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. The proposal clearly outlines the rarity of 

chamber music in many community venues and how the organization plans to expand that with easy 

access and free concerts in a variety of venues, all focused on local cultural vibrancy and artistry. I have 

no reservations about this project, but I would like to see more description of how the organization will 

engage younger audiences -- a comment from last year's survey, and a challenge in many chamber groups. 

The addition of supplemental materials also demonstrates that the organization has the capacity to 

complete these concerts. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant does meet the funding criteria as it first and foremost addresses and fulfills the 

qualitifcation of serving exceptional public benefit: 

Demonstrates that the organization understands, works with and serves its community 

Uses knowledge of its community to drive its work 

Builds meaningful relationships with other stakeholders 

Is open to the public and welcomes all  

Additionally, the performances at nontraditional locations demonstrate an attempt at energizing public 

spaces and delivering fresh programming. It also engages area businesses as stakeholders. Maintaining 

chamber music performances in traditional venues as well creates a nice balance with the usual and 

introducing music to new audience -- reflecting knowledge of multiple communities and sincere effort to 

engage them both. This knowledge is reinforced by the survey and its responses that the applicant used 

to improve their programming. I would have liked to have seen a metric for amount would like to increase 

attendance in their project goal and measurement responses. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


